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Working people across the country - from Wisconsin and Ohio to New York , 
Oregon , and California -- are facing unprecedented attacks by corporations and 
the rich with the help of the federal, state and local politicians that they 
fund. 

The corporate agenda is clear: It is to bust unions and cut workers' pay and 
benefits -- both in the private and public sectors. It is to erode and 
privatize Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid. It is to dismantle the public 
sector and social services by denying funds for job creation, education, health 
care, environmental protection, and rebuilding the infrastructure. It is to 
ensure that taxes on the wealthy are constantly lowered while the bite on 
workers and the poor is constantly increased. It is to perpetuate U.S. wars and 
occupations whenever it serves the interests of the multinationals. It is to 
divide the working class by race, gender, national origin, religion, and sexual 
orientation. It is also to limit and restrict constitutionally guaranteed civil 
liberties. The list goes on. 

In state capitals, communities and workplaces across the country, workers are 
fighting back. But if we're going to be successful in pushing back the attacks 
on collective bargaining, stopping the budget cuts and concessions, creating 
jobs, and defending social services and education, we need to build unity 
within our movement, including forging stronger ties with labor's allies: 
communities of color, students and youth, single-payer advocates, 
environmentalists, antiwar activists, immigrant rights supporters, and other 
progressive forces. 

Relying on politicians to defend us -- the so-called "friends of labor" -- has 
proven to be disastrous. During the past three decades, working people have 
suffered a dramatic decline in their standard of living while the rich have 
amassed an unprecedented amount of wealth at the top, regardless of which of 
the major parties was running the government. We have had every combination 
imaginable: Republicans occupying the White House with a majority in Congress, 
Democrats occupying the White House with a majority in Congress, or some kind 
of “divided government.” But in each case the result for working people has 
beenthe same: conditions got worse for workers while the corporations prospered 
even more. Why should we continue this vicious cycle? 

The working class has the power to put an end to this situation. And as the 
debate over the debt and the deficit intensifies, the need has never been 
greater for an organized campaign to demand “No Cuts, No Concessions!” whether 
in regard to social programs or workers’ wages and benefits. We say place the 
burden for solving the financial crises squarely where it belongs: on the rich. 
They caused the crisis, let them pay for it! 

The Emergency Labor Network (ELN) was initiated earlier this year at a historic 
meeting of 100 union leaders and activists from around the country. Join us 
June 24-26, 2011 at Kent State University in Ohio for a national 



labor-community conference to spur the campaign to build a more militant 
fight-back movement and to launch a national campaign for an alternative agenda 
for working people. Together we can move forward on both fronts. 

********************************************************************************** 

This conference is open to all who agree with its purpose, as explained in this 
Call. To register for the conference, please go to our website at 
www.laborfightback.org. If you prefer to register offline, please use the 
attachment. For more information, write laborfightback@aol.com or call 216-736-4715 or write ELN, P.O. Box 
21004, Cleveland, OH 44121.


